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D onna Lou Willis of Scappoose, Oregon passed away on January 9, 2022, at

home after a two-year battle with cancer. Donna wanted it to be known that
she did not have, nor ever had, COVID-19 or any of its variants. Donna was born on

October 19, 1953, in Bottineau, North Dakota to her parents Clifford and Ruth

Bjornseth.

Donna attended and graduated from Beaverton Oregon High School with the class of 1971. She

went to Portland Community College and Cabrillo Community College in Aptos, California.

Donna worked a variety of different jobs, including several positions in the police force. She
started out as a police cadet in Beaverton, Oregon, before moving on to becoming a dispatcher

for the police in Portland, Oregon, National City, California, and Tigard, Oregon. Working as a
dispatcher is where she met the love of her life, Ron Willis. He became her dispatch partner one

night due to an injury he had sustained that temporarily kept him out of the field. After working
for the police, she became an operations manager for Rogers Cable Television in Portland,
Oregon. From there she owned her own business, Donna Willis Bookkeeping, in Aloha and

Scappoose, Oregon. Finally, she worked as a production Associate for Goodwill in Scappoose,
Oregon.

After retirement, Donna and Ron traveled to several countries aboard 16 cruise ships, sometimes

going on these adventures with family and friends.

Donna was raised in the tradition of the Lutheran Church in her hometown of Bottineau, North

Dakota, and continued practicing after moving to Beaverton, Oregon at 7 years old.

Donna is survived by her husband, Ron Willis; sister, Lois (Bjornseth) Brown of Keizer, Oregon;
son, Nathan Willis; daughter, Jessica (Willis) Peterson; grandchildren, Christian and Noah

Peterson; son-in-law, Jamie Peterson of Scappoose, Oregon; and sister-in-law, Sharon Bjornseth
of Hillsboro, Oregon.
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Donna is preceded in death by her parents, Clifford and Ruth Bjornseth of Beaverton, Oregon;
and her brother, Curtis Bjornseth of Hillsboro, Oregon.

Others that are also grieving Donna’s passing are her life-long friends, Debbie Alvarez and Linda
Bennett, both of Sacramento, California; Marilyn Tupper of Wenatchee, Washington; Richard

and Lynda Weinstein and Gary Palaniuk of Portland and Lake Oswego, respectively; as always,
Elaine Hett and many relatives in North Dakota, and her friends and neighbors in Springlake
Community.

A celebration of life will be held for Donna in March 2022 in Scappoose, Oregon.
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LB Linda Bennett posted:

Donna – we love you and miss you every single day. More than a life-long friend, you were also a life

coach and a teacher of strength and wisdom. You were the one who read all the instructions FIRST.

You were the one who found the way to demonstrate calmness under fire. Always generous. Always

kind, with a gentle nature and bright smile. You were the one who had the courage to fight the good

fight, and in doing so, showed us, once again, your deep and powerful resolve. You beat the odds

here, for a time, and now I believe God needs your strength to work on heavenly miracles.

February 4 at 1:45 PM

HL H. Gene Lawrence posted:

I have known Donna from when she was a dispatcher at National City, CA. Her husband Ron and I

have been Navy Buddies and friends since 1966. I have always held Donna in high esteem through all

the time I’ve known her. She was a beautiful soul and loved by many and missed deeply by all. It was

my privilege to officiate at Ron and Donna’s rededication of their Marriage. I am certain that she rests

in the arms of Jesus. May God bless her family with the Peace and comfort of God. We will meet

again, my friend.

February 4 at 12:22 PM

MP Mike And Colleen Poukkula lit a candle in honor of Donna.

donna was a sweet lady. we prayed for her all the while she had been ill. donna and

ron were such a great couple! donna fought hard til the end for sure! she will be

missed by many! i will pray now to you when i say my prayers donna. may you R.I.P.

donna. FLY HIGH WITH THE ANGLES DONNA.god be with you,mike and colleen

poukkula

January 18 at 10:11 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Donna by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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